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Welcome to A.P. European History.  
Listed below are three simple activities you need to accomplish this summer.  Handouts for Activity One 
and Activity Two may be found on the web sites for Mrs. Hoch and Mr. Salmestrelli

Activity One: Overview of the Development of European Society 
This course traces the development of European society from the Renaissance to the Post-modern world.  You are to com-
plete each of the three tasks below.  The responses must be typed.  These tasks are due the first class day in September.  A 
Handout for these activities may be found on Mrs. Hoch’s or Mr. Salmestrelli’s web site.

A History of Modern Western Society

My Parents
David Hockney

1977

Court of Mantua (Gonzaga Family)
Andrea Mantegna

1471-74

Task A:
Societal Changes
The painting by Andrea Mantegna 
represents the court life of the 
Mantuan family of the Gonzagas.  
The painting by David Hockney is 
a painting of his parents.  Examine 
these two pictures.  In what ways do 
these picture represent change or 
not represent change in European 
society?  

Task B:
Developments in the Economy
Examine the pictures to the right.  
Characterize the perception and 
distribution of wealth in Europe as 
shown by Hans Holbein’s painting, 
The Ambassadors and the picture 
showing a French housewife with a 
well stocked refrigerator in 1954.  
The photograph  shows a week’s 
worth of food.

1954
The Ambassadors

Hans Holbein
1533
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Task C:
The Development of Government
The painting on the right is by 
Claude Guy Hallé.  In this painting, 
Louis XIV receives a delegation 
from Genoa.  Below that painting is 
a photograph of former Prime Min-
ister Gordon Brown, of the United 
Kingdom, riding the Tube.  Ex-
amine these two pictures.  In what 
ways do these representations show 
the development of government in 
European society from the Renais-
sance to the present? 

Activity Two: The Summer Reader
The Summer Reader has four articles examining the devel-
opments of printing, warfare, modern science and capital-
ism.  Read two of these articles.  For each article you read, 
please submit a two paragraph summary of the content and 
an one paragraph evaluation of the significance of the topic 
of the article.  The typed summary will be handed in to the 
teacher during the fourth class in September.  In addition, 
be prepared to participate in a 15 minute discussion of 
each article you have read.  These discussions will occur 
on the second and third class meetings in September.  
The Summer Reader is available online.  The password is    
“eurosummer13”.  If there are any difficulties accessing 
the reader, please contact Mrs. Hoch or Mr. Salmestrelli. 

Procession of the Magi
Benozzo Gozzoli

1459-1462

While Prime Minister, Gordon Brown Riding the Tube

The Reception by Louis XIV of the Doge of Genoa 15 May, 1685
Claude Guy Hallé

1685



Activity Three: Textbook Readings
Textbooks will not be distributed until September. The Xerox copy in this packet is all that is needed to complete the assign-
ments below.  A digital version of this handout will be located at Mrs. Hoch’s and Mr. Salmestrelli’s web sites.  The password 
for the digital version is “eurosummer13”.
  
Foundation of the Modern Western World: Religion in late Medieval Europe
 Read:
   Decline of the Church’s Prestige, Packet or McKay, (6) 392-395, (7) 393-396, (8) 393-395
 Task:
	 	 •Does	the	Babylonian	Captivity	and	the	subsequent	Great	Schism	enhance	or	damage	the	Church’s	role	in	society?			
	 	 	 Please	describe	each	event	before	answering	the	question.
	 	 •Explain the difference between the conciliar concept of church and papal authority.
	 	 •What	were	the	problems	Urban	VI	was	trying	to	address?
	 	 •Briefly	list	the	ideas	of	Marsiglio	of	Padua,	John	Wycliff	and	Jan	Hus.	Describe	the	political	and	social	
   impact of these beliefs.

Foundation of the Modern Western World: The Emerging Commercial Society
 Read:
  Towns and Economic Revival, Packet or McKay, (6) 349-354, (7) 346-350, (8) 346-351
  Revival of Long-Distance Trade, Packet or McKay, (6) 355-357, (7) 353, (8) 352, 355
 Task:
	 	 •Describe	the	three	theories	proposed	explaining	town	development.
	 	 •For	towns,	what	did	“full	rights	of	self-government”	mean?
	 	 •What	are	the	reasons	given	for	the	lead	that	Venetian	and	Flemish	towns	held	in	the	revival	of	trade?		Is	this	a	matter		
   of location, location or location?


